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6 
NEW MEMBER REPORT 

 

NOT CONFIDENTIAL – For Public Release             
 

Meeting:  Environment Committee 04.08.2025 

Author:  Simon Hosmer 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To explain how voting rights work at a Matlock Town Council Committee meeting where a new 
member of the Council joins the Committee after the Terms of Reference have been agreed at the 
Annual Meeting of the Council 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
To ask Full Council to appoint Jenny Lowthrop to the Environment Committee at the next Full 
Council meeting (22.09.2025) and to resolve at this Committee meeting to allow her to attend the 
Committee as a member with immediate effect (without voting rights). Voting rights will be granted 
once Full Council accepts her membership to the Committee. 
To ask the Clerk to amend the Standing orders to include a specific clause for allowing voting rights 
at Committees with immediate effect upon co-option or election in between Annual Meetings of the 
Town Council and to take this to the next Full Council meeting for approval. 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Terms of reference of this, and all our Committees and sub-Committees state that ‘All 
Committee members not appointed to the Committee are to receive notification of the agenda and 
may attend in a non-voting capacity’. It also states that ‘A review of the Committee membership and 
its duties will be taken in May’. Which means at the Annual Meeting of the Council’.  
Arnold-Baker and our standing orders are not clear on this. 

SUMMARY 
 
Council Standing Orders need to be changed to reflect Mid-term appointments to Council. 
New members are unable to vote until accepted onto a Committee by Full Council. 
 
 

ESTIMATED STAFF TIME: 
 
1 hour of the Clerks time to amend the Standing orders. 
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has also been taken into 
consideration:  Prevention of Crime and Disorder; equalities; environmental; climate change; health; 
human rights and personnel and property. 
 
 

Dated: 22.07.2025 
 
 

 

7 
GRIT BIN AT HENRY AVENUE REPORT 

NOT CONFIDENTIAL – For Public Release             
 

Meeting:  Environment Committee 04.08.2025 

Author:  Simon Hosmer 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To ask the Committee to consider a residents request for a new Grit bin on Henry Avenue. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
To delay a decision on this request until after the new policy has been approved. 

BACKGROUND 
 
Henry Avenue often gets used as a thoroughfare from Bank Road to Smedley Street and in the bad 
weather this can cause real issues. Parking is allowed on both sides of the road and from personal 
experience I can confirm it is not easy to manoeuvre a vehicle along the street. On the Corner as you 
turn up the hill toward Smedley street vehicles often get stuck. This can be residents as well as road 
users who have diverted from Bank Road. 
 
Email from Resident Sue Dixie: 
Hi 
 
Henry Avenue is a narrow road with a right angle bend on a steep slope 
 
In icy conditions cars often struggle, with cars being abandoned as they are unable to go up or down 
the road without skidding. 
 
Would it be possible to have a grit bin so that the residents can prevent future issues Is there a form? 
Or a department to talk to? 
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Many thanks 
 
Sue Dixie 
 
Sue has also been to the office and enquired about this and the Clerk discussed with her the current 
policy of the County Council and that of the Town Council. 
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SUMMARY 
 

Council policy states ‘Matlock Town Council will no longer purchase Grit Bins’. This policy is 

from 2020 and it was decided at the Environment Committee meeting in February of this year 

to reword this to: ‘Matlock Town Council will purchase Grit Bins if the following criteria are 

met: 

1. There is no grit bin within 100 metres. 

2. The placement of the bin is on the public highway (not private land). 

3. Derbyshire County Council approve the placement of the bin (if the road is an 

adopted highway). 

4. The grit bin is placed within the 11 wards of the Town Council. 
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5. Matlock Town Council will have a budget of £500 per year for new Grit bins and 

additional Grit bin filling expenses. Once this money is used any new request will 

be carried over into the next financial year.’ 

This new policy is yet to be approved at Full Council and will be taken to the next meeting on 

22.09.2025 for discussion and potential approval. 

 

FINANCIAL: 
 
New grit bin approx. £150.00.  
Last year we spent £120.00 on grit for all our grit bins (16). 
 

ESTIMATED STAFF TIME: 
 
2 hours for installation and ongoing refill as needed. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has also been taken into 
consideration:  Prevention of Crime and Disorder; equalities; environmental; climate change; health; 
human rights and personnel and property. 
 
 

Dated: 23.07.2025 
 

 

 
 

8 
VAN LEASE UPDATE 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To update the Committee on potential new vehicle for Town Council use. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
To recommend a test drive of both a transit style vehicle and a ranger. Especially the all electric.  
To present the costs for the vans at the Corporate Committee with a recommendation from this 
Committee. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Town Council van lease ends at the end of October this year. In line with our carbon neutral 
policy the Clerk has investigated an all electric option as well as a newer, better hybrid. Having 
spoken with several lease hire companies and several local councils who have varied opinions on all 
electric vehicles being suitable for the job. 
It has become clear after speaking with the outdoor team that if we choose a continuation of a 
transit which is not suitable for some terrain that it is necessary for our outdoor team to travel on. 
Several of the paths we maintain are difficult to access and require multiple staff to carry equipment 
long distances where paths are inaccessible to the vehicle. This can cause delays in the maintenance 
of those paths as not every day of the week do we have more than one outdoor staff on. A ranger 
style vehicle would resolve this problem. 
 
4 options for the lease to be presented to the Corporate Committee: 

 All electric transit style van 

 Hybrid transit style van 

 All electric ranger (Maxus) 

 Hybrid ranger 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
The Clerk will report back to this Committee at the next meeting (6th October) and then present 
costs etc (based on the recommendation of this Committee) to the Corporate meeting on 20th 
October for a decision. If one cannot be decided on or if the Committee wish to pass up to Full 
Council for a decision the current lease can be extended on a month by month basis. 
 
 

ESTIMATED STAFF TIME: 
 
A day admin and test drives  

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has also been taken into 
consideration:  Prevention of Crime and Disorder; equalities; environmental; climate change; health; 
human rights and personnel and property. 
 
 

Dated: 25.07.2025 
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9 
GROUNDWORKS Q1 REPORT 

 

NOT CONFIDENTIAL – For Public Release             
 

Meeting:  Environment Committee 04.08.2025 

Author:  Simon Hosmer 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To discuss the Groundworks report and to determine any action needed in regards to publicity as 
per Full Council request. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
To advertise, in conjunction with Groundworks for new volunteers on our website and Social media 
each quarterly report from Groundworks (backdated) and to update the webpages related to 
Denefields & Groundworks 

BACKGROUND 
 
There was some concern at Full Council that the number of volunteer rangers has dwindled and 
having discuss with our outdoor team they concur and there is a concern that we may not be getting 
the value for money from them anymore. The Clerk visited Denefields and the rangers this Thursday 
and lots of activity was happening with 9 volunteers and 2 staff from groundworks. 
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SUMMARY 
 

Full Council asked the Committee to determine the volume and type of advertising for new rangers at 

Denefields. The Clerk has been unable to discuss this with Groundworks senior team up to this point. 

 

FINANCIAL: 
 
N/A 
 

ESTIMATED STAFF TIME: 
 
Unknown 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has also been taken into 
consideration:  Prevention of Crime and Disorder; equalities; environmental; climate change; health; 
human rights and personnel and property. 
 
 

Dated: 23.07.2025 
 

 

 

 

10 
ALLOTMENT UPDATE 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To update the Committee on events at the allotments. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
To consider the following: 
 

 A remote camera for the allotment car park 

 New warning signs for the Car park – Clamping or fine 

 Parking passes for allotment holders 

 Registration plate records 

 Legal agreement with District Council regarding enforcement 
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 Gate at the street entrance with padlock (code given to allotment holders) 

BACKGROUND 
 

1. The wall of the house directly up the hill on Chesterfield Road from the car park entrance 
was damaged by an unknown vehicle. We don’t have cameras and the Ring doorbell camera 
on the house is facing in such a way as to not be able to view the corner of the wall. The 
resident has had the wall repaired at her own expense and has contacted the office to share 
her concerns over this happening again. The Clerk has had a phone conversation with the 
resident who very much approves of the idea of a gate at the street entrance. This would be 
her preferred option as long as the code for the padlock is shared with her should she need 
to carry out repairs to her boundary wall inside the gated area. 

 
2. The housing association that owns 61, 63, 65 & 67 Chesterfield Road has been written to by 

the Clerk for them to tell their residents to stop parking in the Car Park at the allotments. It 
has made no difference and the Clerk has not even had acknowledgement of the letter. 

 
3. The drive into the allotments requires building up, levelling off and flattening which is in the 

planned works for the outdoor team. New equipment has been ordered and received so this 
work will take place in the next couple of weeks. 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Improving the service we provide at the allotments to our tenants AND to the local householders 
would be of benefit.  
 
 

ESTIMATED STAFF TIME: 
 
A few hours of administration to set up and maintain services 
 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
In preparing this report the relevance of the following factors has also been taken into 
consideration:  Prevention of Crime and Disorder; equalities; environmental; climate change; health; 
human rights and personnel and property. 
 
 

Dated: 28.07.2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


