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OutputsThe Denefields Volunteer Rangers meet every Thursday to help in the management of the four following sites: Denefields Reserve, Bailey’s Tump, the Wild Thyme Garden, Megdale Orchard and the nature area at Wellfield Allotments. The sessions are facilitated by two project offices from Groundwork –Rish Mills & Thomas Hollier

The report provides a detailed summary of the volunteer sessions conducted for conservation efforts during Quarter 2 of the year 2025/2026. The focus of the activities ranged from meadow restoration to Wild Thyme improvements


Denefields Volunteer Rangers Quarter 2 25/26 SLA Report July - September 

[image: ]During Q2 2025, a variety of maintenance and conservation tasks were completed to enhance site biodiversity, accessibility and aesthetics.  Major efforts were undertaken to clear the rank grass from a large area of the meadows. This area had not been mown for a number of years now resulting in long rank grass with a thick layer of thatch.  All of this has now been cut downhill of the central path. Work within Wild Thyme Garden has also been undertaken, removing unwanted shrubs, weeds and accumulated earth on the path edges.

Tasks completed

03/07/2025

Task: Staff Annual leave

Description: NA


10/07/2025

Task: Path Maintenance and Honeysuckle Weeding

Description:  Last year we undertook the removal of the Japanese Honeysuckle. Despite this being very successful it is important we keep on top of any regrowth. Thus digging up of any new shoots is important. As we were able to finish this with time to spare work was done to tidy the paths clearing any overhanging vegetation. 


18/07/2025 – 28/08/2025

Task: Brush cutting and raking of the ‘upper meadows’ (seven weeks)

Description: We started by brush cutting on the down slope of the central tarmac path. Volunteers were then able to rake this up and put it in the usual haystacks. Due to the number of years this had been left standing it was very thick, matted and with a large amount of thatch. As a result, this would be suppressing the growth of any wildflowers and gradually adding nutrients to the soil as well further inhibiting them. Moreover, it made the work very slow going, unfortunately but nonetheless necessary. Once areas were cleared, we scarified patched with rakes and sowed Yellow Rattle seeds from the lower end of the meadow. On the 21st of August we used the power scythe at the bottom end, and we were able to finish the mowing. With just the finishing of raking up the week after. I the coming year we will be looking for a farmer who may be so inclined to help by mowing the field for and taking away the hay or simply cutting it and we rake up. This was a massive undertaking, and many thanks go to the volunteers for helping with this. With time this should make a massive difference to the site.


04/09/2025

Task: Cancelled due to poor weather

Description: NA.


11/09/2025 – 18/09/2025

Task: Wild Thyme Garden: Edging paths, weeding and brush clearance (two weeks)

Description: Due to work having already taken place but cutting left behind, we cleared the cuttings into tonne bags. Weeding of paths and pathways also took place removing brambles but also garden plants that had decided to take root within the path. Plants were transplanted where suitable. Soil had accumulated at the edges of the pathways where leaf litter had been caught and rotted, and flower bed soil fell over the edge. This soil was dug away at and moved to the center of the borders and within the bags if not of good quality. 


25/09/2025

Task: Wild Thyme Garden: Clearing of unwanted shrubs and brambles

Description: Many shrubs had been planted historically but many are now blocking sight paths, making the garden feel small and shadowing other plants. Some of these shrubs would eventually become trees leading to further issues down the line. We removed a number of these within the central island including all the pine trees. These were then processed into smaller pieces and placed into piles off the path or within further tonne bags so that Town Council Staff are able to take them offsite to be burnt. Brambles coming out of the wall and over the top of it on Wellington Street were also removed. The man who used to voluntarily manage it stopped by and mention how he appreciated the work being done to the garden and is looking forward to it being restored to its former glory.






	Quarter 1  (April to June) Statistics
	

	A. Total no. of volunteers
	9

	B. Average no. volunteers per session
	5

	C. Total no. of weeks worked during quarter 1
	11

	      D. Total Volunteer Hours
	135

	E. Hourly rate for volunteer based on national guidance 
	£14

	F. Total Volunteer value x  D & E
	£1648.35

	     G. Total number of GGN staff members involved
	3




Photo Highlights

*Due to a phone breaking some photographs have been lost.
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